
Runs March 10th ð March 27th

DTE All Organic Worm Compost
Reg. 7.99  Now 5.99
Select Safer & Concern
Pest Control Products

40% off
All Recycled Spanish Glass

25% off
And much moreé

S rganic fertilizers are derived from 
animal, plant and mineral resources 

that work with organic matter to feed the 
soil and stimulate plant growth. Organic 
fertilizers come in single units (12-0-0) or 
as complete blends (4-6-2).

Label numbers such as (4-6-2), indicate 
the percentage of the primary nutritional 
sources of nitrogen (4), phosphorous (6), 
and potassium (or potash) (2) available 
in the fertilizer container. These elements 
are in turn listed as (N-P-K). Nitrogen (N) 
energizes vegetative growth; phosphorous 
(P) produces expansive roots, ÿowers, 
fruits, and viable seeds; while potassium 
(K) promotes resistance to stress and 
disease. Potassium also improves the 
performance of both nitrogen and 
micronutrients. To someone accustomed to 
the higher numbers of chemical fertilizers, 
such as (16-16-16), the smaller amounts of 
organic fertilizers may appear inadequate 
for their gardening tasks. Nothing could be 
further from the truth, because synthetics 
break down far too quickly while organics 
release gradually according to the plant's 
actual needs.

The laws regulating these numbers, as 
established by the chemical fertilizer 
industry, permit the labeling of only the 
actual amount of fertilizer that is readily 
available. For example, while soft rock 
phosphate is labeled (0-2-0), its actual total 
content is 20% or the equivalent of (0-20-
0). In long term reality, since organics last 
longer and release slower, their overall N-
P-K amounts will be greater than what is 
shown on the label.

Single unit fertilizers are used for speciþc 
needs. For example, a high nitrogen source 
like bloodmeal (12-0-0) is used when 
plants, like corn, need an extra boost. 
When working compost into the soil, add 
more nitrogen to stimulate soil integration. 
Even if nitrogen was previously added in 
making the compost, much of it was spent 
to break down the brown carbon material.

Complete blends, on the other hand, are 
used for more general needs in the garden. 
Their main advantage is that they save the 
gardener time and labor by using a variety 
of single units already mixed in exact and 
balanced proportions.
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Xhe following is a small sampling of 
drought-tolerant plants than can be 

found in our nursery this spring:

Shrubs & Ground Covers:

Å Serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia)
Å Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo)
Å Wild Lilac (Ceanothus species)
Å Oregon Grape (Mahonia species)
Å Persian parrotia (Parrotia persica)
Å Rosemary (Rosmarinus ofþcinalis)
Å Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccineum ovatum)

Vines:

Å Evergreen clematis (Clematis armandii)
Å Wisteria (Wisteria species)

Perennials:

Å Yarrow (Achillea)
Å Wormwood (Artemisia)
Å Cupidõs dart (Catanachc)
Å Foxglove (Digitalis)
Å Cranes bill (Geranium)
Å Lavender (Lavandula)
Å Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia)

Stop by our nursery to þnd many other 
varieties of drought-tolerant plants for Paciþc 
Northwest gardens.








